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NOW ENTERING APACHE NATION TJC cheerleaders perfom in front of 
Jenkins Hall for the pep rally. 


News in Brief 


APACHE BELLES DEDICATED PERFORMANCE 
TO THE JONES FAMILY 

Apache Belles head dance captain, Meg Jones, performed 
in tribute to her mother, former Belle Debbie Jones. Belles 
dedicated the half time performance to the Jones family. 

TENNIS TECH PROGRAM OFFERS 
CERTIFICATE, CAREER PATHWAY 

Under the United States Tennis Associations Professional 
Tennis Management program, students enrolled at TJC 
can obtain a certificate to teach tennis while earning their 
associates degree. 

TJC FOOTBALL TEAM WON THEIR FIRST FALL 
GAME 

Apaches defeat Texas A&T, 63-0. 

ANNUAL PRESENTATION OF HOLIDAY 
CLASSIC, “THE NUTCRACKER” BALLET 

Auditions for the 28th annual presentation of the holiday 
classic, “The Nutcracker,” are Saturday, Sept. 10 on the main 
campus. 

UPCOMING ARTS FEST LOGO COMPETITION 

Open to all students. The winner will receive a prize and have 
their design on the Arts Fest website, t-shirts, posters, etc. 
Entry Deadline is 5 p.m. Friday, Sept. 30. 


Sarah Perez 

shelbysmom621@yahoo.com 



The DrumBeat 



COVER PHOTO ILLUSTRATION: MARSHALL CEARFOSS 


fr- 


The DrumBeat is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press and the College Media Association, 2016 




FIRST COPY FREE 

Additional copies may be purchased for 50 cents 
each by contacting the TJC journalism office. 
Newspaper theft is a crime. Those who violate 
the single copy rule may be subject to civil and 
criminal prosecution and/or subject to university 
discipline. 


ADVERTISING 

The DrumBeat accepts advertising at the rate of 
$5 per column-inch. To request a copy of The 
DrumBeat’s advertising rate card with submission 
guidelines, policies and deadlines call 903-510- 
2299. 


CORRECTIONS POLICY 
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mailed to news@thedrumbeat.com. Letters to the 
editor may be e-mailed to news@thedrumbeat. 
com, delivered to Potter 204 or faxed to 903-510- 
3246. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

The Drumbeat invites its readers to share views 
by writing letters to the editor. All contributions 
will be edited for grammar, spelling, length 
(300 words maximum), profanity and personal 


attacks. All letters must include the author's 
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Uber coming to Tyler this fall 

New city ordinance allows Uber, Lyft to operate 


Marshall Cearfoss and Alejandra Hurtado 

Managing Editor and Staff Writer 

Uber, the app-based transportation 
company, is coming to Tyler this fall after a new 
city ordinance. 

“We’ve had members of the community 
that stepped up to say they’d love to see this type 
of operation be able to work here,” said Edward 
Broussard, Tyler city manager. 

On Wednesday, Aug. 24, the Tyler City 
Council approved a change to the city ordinance 
which will now allow businesses such as Uber 
and Lyft to operate in the city. The change came 
after Uber approached the Tyler officials with 
the proposition. 

“The issue [was] that the ordinance that was 
in place didn’t allow for their type of operations 
to occur,” said Broussard. “It was very specific 
about the taxicab industry that currently existed 
and didn’t really allow for anything of this nature, 
as far as app-based or transportation-for-hire 
companies to be able to operate.” 


Broussard, along with the other city 
officials, deliberated on how they could change 
the ordinance in such a way to ensure that the 
current taxicab company in Tyler would be able 
to continue operations after Uber joined the 
community. 

“And really, at the end of the day, that’s what 
the ordinance becomes. It’s a level playing field 
for both, what we call, brick and mortar taxi cab 
industries - those that are based here and work 
here in Tyler - as well as for those that are more 
app-based technology type of functions, such as 
Uber and Lyft,” said Broussard. 

Taylor Burris, a former Uber driver, believes 
that the new ordinance is a great step for Tyler’s 
business. 

“I think it was a really good move for Tyler 
to do this, not only for jobs, but also to cut down 
on drunk driving,” said Burris, “It also gives way 
for people to get a safe ride home, maybe for 
elderly people or kids that can’t drive.... I picked 

— see\JY£ESLpage 18 — 
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THE POWER OF TECHNOLOGY Although Uber is well known for their services being app- 
controlled (left), the Tyler taxicab company is also armed with an app, called NexTaxi (right), 
for both Android and iPhone. 
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EDITORIAL CARTOON BY MARCELO DA SILVA 


Changes to financial aid, yet again 


Column 


■ Alexis Long 

Student Life Editor 

Lets be honest, applying for 
financial aid can sometimes be incredibly 
frustrating... especially at TJC. Love it or 
hate it, the majority of college students 
will need some sort of financial aid to 
get them through college. Basically, you 
complete the FAFSA (and hopefully 
haven’t pulled out your hair in the process 
because this is seriously the worst part), 
wait until the Financial Aid office 
receives it, go in to Apache Access and 
make sure everything is correct under the 
Financial Aid tab. The student may have 
to download forms and submit them to 


the FA office, either directly or by faxing. 
When submitting the forms, you may 
hear, “No, you have to do it THIS way!” 
even though the other advisor said to do 
them a different way. 

Oh well. 

After that is done, you’ll wait a few 
weeks (maybe a few months even if you 
turn all of this in early) until the boxes 
under the FA tab are yellow. This means 
you have awards you can either accept or 
deny. If you accept an award, you must 
complete Entrance Loan Counseling and 
a Master Promissory Note. 

The process isn’t exacdy complicated. 
It’s pretty straightforward. Plus, I agree 
that students should have to understand 
what they are getting themselves into, 
especially if you accept a loan. Say this 
aloud while you read this: You have to 
pay them back. 

Why do some students fail to realize 
that? I wouldn’t be able to tell you. What 
actually kind of grinds my gears is actually 
working with the advisors. To me, they 


are just kind of difficult to deal with and, 
like I mentioned earlier, one advisor will 
tell you to do it like that and the other 
will tell you to do it like this. 

Although the advisors may not 
be fun to deal with, TJC is actually 
doing something different regarding 
disbursements this semester. Fall 
semester disbursements are on Sept. 7, 
which is actually earlier than it was in 
the past. This works a lot better because 
most professors want students to have the 
book super early in the semester so they 
won’t fall behind. This, to me, made the 
financial aid process a bit easier because 
the majority of students aren’t really able 
to buy all of their books. 

I’ll give students some advice 
though: Only accept what you need to 
cover your classes and books. Don’t take 
that extra $5,000 they are trying to give 
you. Do NOT treat yourself. You will 
have to pay that back. 


Opinion 

We are your source 
and your voice 


Editorial 


You probably don’t know most of what happens 
around you. We are here to inform. 

Journalists are unbiased professionals who work to 
inform all without presenting their personal opinions. 
Sensationalizing a subject, making up facts, showing only 
one side of a story; we don’t do that. Journalists show all 
sides, measure every word in their articles, and the effect it 
will have. They consider how the audience will react and if 
the story is appropriate. 

Without people willing to talk to the press, a story 
can become incomplete. Agreeing to an interview shows 
the reporter your side of the story, whereas refusing an 
interview does not help anyone, and could possibly make 
the story significantly weaker. 

Talking to the press not only helps us get a complete 
story, it also helps you and the community. If there is 
something that could possibly harm, or benefit, the 
community, it's important to us to get an accurate story. 

In many cases, where society was otherwise 
uninformed, journalists were the ones who found out the 
truth and showed everybody what was really going on. 
The work of journalists is quite similar to investigators, 
they find out what is behind the scenes, what is not being 
shown to everybody, and report to all. 

We are strictly here to inform, not to change 
opinions. The DrumBeat editors, staff writers, and guest 
contributors are all students. We don’t have an agenda, we 
aren’t out to get people in trouble. Our job is to report 
what is important and relevant to TJC students, faculty, 
and alumni. 

Unlike some mainstream media outlets, we are not 
reliant upon powerful donors. We have no reason to lie or 
fabricate facts. We work for you. 

The purpose of our positions here with the DrumBeat 
is to serve you. If there’s something you don’t like and feel 
needs reporting, talk to us. If you think it's something 
that should be reported immediately, contact us through 
Facebook. If you want to be a part of our team, come talk 
to us. We're students, just like you, and want to serve our 
student body the best way we can. 

We are your voice. 

Email us at news@thedrumbeat.com we might print it. 

The DrumBeat 
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Opposing Columns 


Homecoming 


is a bigger deal for high school students 



Homecoming is a bigger deal for high 
school students than college students. 

If you remember hearing the drumline 
march through the hallways or around campus, 
it’s usually associated with one main memory: 
homecoming. 

In high school, homecoming is 
celebrated more as a way to get students excited 
about the game and the following dance. We 
can all remember the homecoming game and 
dance as the highlight of the fall. 

Students in high school are much more 
excited about homecoming than students 
in college. I remember, the student lead 
organizations would create many events that 
lead to homecoming. Students would have 
spirit week, where there would be a theme 
for each day leading up to the game. Also, a 
big thing was the pressure of who would ask 
whom to the dance. In college, I feel there is an 


absence of the enthusiasm that was prominent 
in high school. 

I feel like homecoming in high school 
versus homecoming in college is completely 
different in the sense that in high school, it 
is driven more by the students. High school 
students take pride in their school through the 
pep rallies. My own personal experience with 
homecoming has been sitting on the sidelines 
and watching the events unfold as opposed 
to actually being involved. Due to this, I was 
able to observe rather than partake. What I 
remember from my time watching is that what 
makes it such a big deal is that it focuses on the 
students involved in sports and in the school 
in general. 

For high school football players, it is 
a memorable time. I used to know several 
football players personally and they would 
tell me that they were focused on their 


performance because college scouts would 
come to the homecoming games. In college, 
many athletes are already recruited or on 
scholarship, so they’re playing the game to 
pursue their career in professional football. For 
high school students, the pressure is on to be 
the best because if a college scout doesn’t want 
to recruit them, then they have to work even 
harder to be noticed. 

One thing I noticed in high school 
compared to college is that only select students 
are very passionate about homecoming. I 
myself was not one of these select students, 
but at the same time, I did find myself going 
to the dances and the game because I wanted 
to feel like a part of the student body at my 
school. In college, I find myself more focused 
on my degree and while I take pride in TJC 
as a student, I know that homecoming week 
doesn’t have the same nostalgia as high school. 


The College homecoming experience outweighs high schools 


Homecoming is literally what it sounds 
like: coming home. It’s an event for a school’s 
alumni. This is why I believe homecoming is 
a much larger matter in college compared to 
high school. 

Homecoming is a tradition that both high 
schools and colleges have had dating back to... 
well, whenever. 

During the homecoming seasons, 
schools go above and beyond to express their 
school spirit. There’s dress-up days, tailgate 
parties, dances, and all sorts of other events 
going on through the week leading up to the 
homecoming football game. While all of these 
activities are fun, none of them represent what 
homecoming is really all about. 

When you hear people reflecting back on 
their college years, they often refer to them as 
being some of the greatest years of their lives. 
College is where people truly define themselves 
and develop friendships that last a lifetime. 


Personally, if I were forced to choose between 
going to my high school’s homecoming or my 
college’s, I’d without a doubt go to my college 
homecoming. I’d want to relive one of my most 
favorite college experiences, and hopefully do 
so alongside my favorite people. 

Ajiother reason why I believe the college 
homecoming experience outweighs the high 
school one is because college football gets way 
more attention than high school football. If 
your high school wins their homecoming game, 
that’s great for your school and community. 
But if a college team wins their homecoming 
game, not only is it great for the school and 
community, but I feel like it sparks a sense 
of pride in even more people globally. People 
from different towns, states, and countries 
come to different colleges, and then go back 
to where they’re from, or branch off and go 
somewhere else. The more people affected, the 
more school spirit, the more it seems to matter. 


Whether you agree or disagree, in the end, 
homecoming is only as important as you make 
it seem. How involved you are and how much 
school spirit you have are the major factors in 
determining how much any of this will mean 
to you. Some of you may just come to class 
-and then go home. Amd that’s completely 
fine. Maybe I’m just more excited for TJC’s 
homecoming because I’m enjoying college way 
more than I enjoyed high school. Or maybe 
it’s because I partake in certain activities and 
events around campus where the excitement is 
just constantly flowing and it’s taken its toll 
on me. 

I feel that all of this excitement 
homecoming spreads around the community 
is a way to get future students excited for their 
college experience as well. So not only is this 
an exciting event for the alumni and students, 
it’s also a great way to capture future students’ 
- attention. 


■ Rebecca Najera 

Verve Editor 

. I Vassal 
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News 


Student Senate Freshmen Elections postponed 

Lack of advertisement pushes elections to a further date 


Julia Contarelli 

Editor-in-Chief 

Freshmen Elections for the Student Senate 
officers are postponed to Sept. 20th. 

A motion made by Murphy Turner, an 
employee of the Center for Student Life 
Involvement, asked for the postponing of the 
Freshmen Elections due to a lack of notification. 
He claimed that freshmen didn’t know about the 
elections, which originally then planned to happen 
on Sept. 9. 

The details on how the motion was made 
include; Murphy attempting to make the motion, 
then being told that he was doing it wrong. He 
then asked how to properly execute it, and so he did 
it. After a moment of silence while people in the 
room looked around, not understanding what just 
happened, Caitlin Ibarra, Coordinator of Activities, 
interrupted the silence and tabled the motion. 

Caitlin Ibarra responded to Murphy’s motion 
with, “We can talk about it later.” Murphy, not 
satisfied by that, said that the elections were next 
week,.Ibarra then said, “We will talk about it after 
the meeting.” 

The motion was seconded by Rebecca Najera, 
the Verve Editor for The DrumBeat newspaper. 
Yet, this was tabled, and postponed to be discussed. 
After the initial meeting, the question over what 


“During the Student Speak last 
meeting, Murphy made a motion, 
although it was not properly sec¬ 
onded, supposedly somebody also 
made a motion to table it. Although, 
neither was done correctly.” 


-Lauren Tyler 
Director of Student Life 


would be done about the elections. The minutes 
over what happened did not include the motion 
made by Turner. 

“Basically what we did to advertise, we talked 
to people at Ya-A-Te, very word-of-mouth, at 
Weeks of Welcome we had a booth also,” said 
Daniel Seguin, President of the Student Senate. 

In the following meeting on Sept. 6, the subject 
wasn’t addressed other than the announcement of 
postponing the Freshmen Elections to the Sept. 
20. The motion was discussed behind the scenes 
and Student Senate decided that to be fair with 
new students to postpone it. 

— see SENATEpage 17 — 



Photo by Julia Contarelli 


STUDENT SENATE MEETING Daniel Seguin on the left, Alexus Heard on the 
right, on Tuesday Sept. 6. going over the power point. 


Hispanic Student Organization back after two semesters off 


Marshall Cearfoss 

Managing Editor 

After a two-year gap of inactivity, TJC’s 
Hispanic Student Organization is roaring back 
to life for the school’s 90th anniversary. 

“I’ve always been trying to be a role 
model for not just Hispanic people, but for all 
communities,” said sophomore Andres Jaimes, 
president of the HSO. “I always wanted to 
prove to people that international students can 
come here and go with the American dream, 
you know?” 

Noticing a lack of Hispanic organizations 
on campus for the past several semesters, 
sophomores Andres Jaimes and Oscar Lara, 


“When they offered me the posi¬ 
tion of being the president of the 
HSO, I saw it as an opportunity 
to be a role model and leader.” 


-Andres Jaimes 
President of HSO 


became dedicated to the revival of the once 
thriving program. 

“When they offered me the position of 
being the president of the HSO, I saw it as an 
opportunity to be a role model and leader,” said 


Jaimes. 

Jaimes hopes to tap into the already 
diverse community in Texas and promote 
cultural spread. 

“Texas is known for having a pretty 
good Hispanic culture,” said Jaimes. “But for 
Hispanics, it’s a little more complicated than 
what other people think it is, but it’s a great 
culture. It’s really fun, and it has music and 
dances and food.” 

Originally from Venezuela, he is impressed 
by the vast cultural variety at the school. 

“One of the things I like about TJC is 
the diversity. There are people here from pretty 
much everywhere in the world - all the races, 
and everything. I like that, personally. It kind 


of reminds me of home,’’said Jaimes. 

With nearly 2,000 Hispanic students 
at TJC, some people felt that a student 
organization devoted to their culture should be 
a permanent part of the school. 

“The HSO has been one of the top 
organizations in the past,” said Nidia Hassan, 
Director of Admissions and the official 
sponsor of the HSO. “While reviving it again, 
sometimes we build such a big commotion 
about it, and I want to make sure we live up to 
those expectations.” 

Hassan has been the sponsor of the 
program since its commencement in 2006. 
When she went to college, she participated in 

— see HSO page 7 — 
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HSO 

- continued from page 6 - 

minority organizations like the HSO, so she 
wishes to reignite that encouragement through 
this in other students. 

“We actually had a minority student 
organization, which, I was a minority within 
the minority because there were only two 
Hispanic students,” said Hassan. “Our goal is 
for [students] to obtain something so they can 
feel that they have succeeded and then go into 
the community to allow and support others to 
do the same.” 

Sophomore Maikel Yanez from Venezuela 
has high hopes for the organizations goals. 

“With the organization, I feel like I have 
a second home. I can meet new people with 
different cultures who are also trying to feel 
comfortable here in the United States.” 

Freshman Jacqueline Nateros will also be 
participating in the efforts of the HSO. She 
has some impressive goals she wishes to see 
the HSO reach. 

She hopes “...to become a huge 
organization that everyone talks about,” 
said Nateros. “There are many international 
students coming, so they can feel like theres 


actually somebody there for them that came 
from the same place they came from, and that 
they're not alone here.” 

Before the group had hosted any public 
events or mixers, the estimated amount of 
members already reached 60, and many more 
are expected to join through the semester. The 
HSO will have meetings every two weeks, 
beginning Sept. 7 at 4 p.m. in the Ornelas 
Gold Room. For information about the group, 
contact Nidia Hassan at 903-510-1883 or 
email her at nhas@tjc.edu 


“For me, as an international 
student, it’s really hard to be 
involved with all this because 
we’re different cultures here,” 



Photo by Sarah Perez 


-Maikel Yanez HSO MEETING REUNITING HISPANIC STUDENTS In the Gold Room in Ornellas Hall 

Sophomore at Tyler Junior College the Hispanic Organization meets to discuss the new semester coming up. 



Photo by Sarah Perez 


HSO OFFICERS SPEAKING Andres Jaimes on the left and Oscar Lara on the right 
became officers of HSO on the revival of the organization. 
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Dean’s or Direc 




































Page 8 

September 9 - September 23, 2016 

DTFF provides opportunities for aspiring film makers 

Interested TJC students encouraged to attend Downtown Tyler Film Festival 


Verve 


Ivory Good 

Staff Writer 

Tie Downtown Tyler Film Festival is 
an event that recognizes short films from all over 
the world with a partial love for local film makers. 
DTFF has been an active event taking place since 
2011, making this their 6th year at Liberty Hall. 

With a careful focus on the filming industry, 
the DTFF team members are making significant 
changes from their previous years’ efforts to 
allow more interactive networking between film 


“In the past, we took entrees from 
the spring and summer for judging, 
leaving us with very little time to 
market the event. This year, we 
will start taking entrees as soon as 
the festival ends so that there will 
be more time to market and see 
growth.” 


-Julie Goodgame 
Marketing and sponsorship representative from 

the City of Tyler. 


professionals and the public in order to collaborate 
new ideas and projects. In the past, the event was 
held on Wednesday through Friday nights, as well 
on Saturday. However, this year, the DTFF team 
will be creating more networking opportunities to 
take place before the show. (See schedule on page 9) 

Marketing and sponsorship representative 
from the City of Tyler, Julie Goodgame, states 
on behalf of the Downtown Tyler Film Festival, 
These networking opportunities will be the start 
of a year-round objective for the Downtown 
Tyler Film Festival and its participants through 
interactive workshops with coaches and committee 
members to learn from, as well as other networking 
opportunities. 

Previous participant, Jena Waldron, owner 
and CEO of 2 The Sky Entertainment, shared a 
number of benefits as to why the DTFF event is 
important to Tyler locals and students. Waldron acts 
and produces in feature films and TV shows from 
all over the world. Waldron has also had multiple 
films produced in the Downtown Tyler Film 
Festival, one of which she and her brother, Joshua 
Carpenter, also an actor, were awarded “Best of the 
Fest Nominee” and “Award of Merit” for their film 
“The Blind Artist” which was shot and produced in 
Tyler, Texas. Her film “A Convenient Man”, starring 
several Dallas actors, was also included in a previous 
event with the DTFF. 

— see FILM page 9 — 



Photo by Ivory Good 

LIBERTY THEATER The theater has hosted the Downtown Tyler Film Festival 
since 2011. 


Las Mascaras, oldest organization on campus, celebrates 90th anniversary 


Barbara Arroio 

Web Editor 

Las Mascaras, founded in 1926 to 
support the Drama and Speech activities 
at Tyler Junior College. Las Mascaras is 
an organization that gathers students who 
are passionate about arts and theater. “Las 
Mas,” as the members call it, carries a huge 
background of history and tradition with the 
school. 

“Las Mas is basically centered around 
the concept that people who are passionate 
about the speech and dramatic arts specifically 
are able to come together and formulate a 


community, and that community is able to 
influence the community around them,” said 
Victoria “Tori” Dickson, current president of 
Las Mascaras. 

This was the first student organization 
founded at TJC, so they are also celebrating 
their 90th anniversary this year. 

“It’s a lot of history. Luckily they kept 
track of a lot of the original documents, so 
I get to see what it was actually like,” said 
Dickson. 

The organization holds the traditions 
that the previous members implanted, but is 
always adapting as generations change. 

With the purpose of furthering the 


“I like to think of it as the 
plays are the main thing, 
Las Mascaras is the glue 
that’s holding it together.” 


-Walker Delk 
TJC sophomore Las Mascaras member 


skills and interests of students in the area of 
speech and drama, the members of the club 
are constantly involved with the productions 
made by TJC’s art department, including 
plays, shows and events. 

This being a year of celebration for both 
Las Mascaras and TJC, the art department 
has a lot planned as far as productions go. The 
students and members of the organization 
have been helping and participating with 
the process of building sets and making sure 
everything is perfect for the plays. 

— see LAS MAS page 9 — 
















Verve 


FILM 

- continued from page 8 - 

Waldron believes that the Downtown 
Tyler Film Festival is a great experience with 
a lot of great film professionals. “Its a lot 
smaller than other film festivals, but I would 
love to see them grow.” 

Waldron believes our students’attendance 
would be a very vital experience for future film 
makers. 

“There are Q_and As for film makers to 
ask and answer questions,” stated Waldron. “It 
is a fantastic learning curve and a lot of fun. 
There are not only local film professionals, 
but they’ll get to meet actors, producers, and 
directors world wide.” 

The event is said to be a great gateway to 
film experience and is very enjoyable. Waldron 
emphasized her desires for student attendance 
to help the increase of future film makers as 
well as supporting our local film industry 


WORKSHOPS 


Tyler Public Library - Taylor Auditorium 
David Broom, Instructor 
Screenwriting &. Storyboarding 1-2 p.m. 

Making Movies on a Shoestring Budget 2:30-4 p.m. 

*Schedule subject to change 


being brought up right here in the heart of 
Tyler. 


“There are Q and A’s for film 
makers to ask and answer ques¬ 
tions,” stated Waldron. “It is a 
fantastic learning curve and a lot 
of fun. There are not only local 
film professionals, but they’ll get 
to meet actors, producers, and 
directors world wide.” 

-Jena Waldron 
Previous participant 


FESTIVAL SCHEDULE 


Wednesday, September 21st: 

Happy Hour Location - Jack Ryan’s (5-7 p.m.) 

Thursday, September 22nd: (Art of Peace award night, with Neal 
Katz) 

Friday, September 23rd: TBA 

Saturday, September 24th: Best of the Fest + Wrap up party 


You can purchase tickets at www.hbertytyler.com, and follow DTFF on Facebook, Twitter, 
YouTube, and Pinterest for the latest updates on happy hour times and locations. 
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For Homecoming Week, the art 
department has planned, “The Complete 
World of Sports (abridged)”. According 
to Denise W. Green, theater professor and 
director for the second stage production, 
they do not use any class time to work 
backstage for the productions. 

“The driving force behind these second 
stage productions is always the members of 
Las Mas. who are willing to donate some 
extra time,” said Green. 


“The driving force behind 
these second stage produc¬ 
tions is always the members 
of Las Mas. who are willing to 
donate some extra time.” 


-Denise W. Green 
Theater professor and director 
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TJC OPENS IN TYLER 
HIGH SCHOOL WITH 
93 STUDENTS AND 9 
FACULTY MEMBERS 

1926 

1927 

APACHE POWWOW, 
FIRST COLLEGE 
NEWSPAPER, 
PUBLISHES ISSUE 1 


TJC ACCREDITED; 
ALPHA OMICRON 
CHAPTER OF PHI THETA 
KAPPA CHARTERED 

1930 

1946 

JENKINS APPOINTED 
TJC PRESIDENT; 
COACH FLOYD 
WAGSTAFF HIRED 


APACHE BELLES FORMS 
(ORIGINALLY CALLED 
APACHE ROSES); 

APACHE BAND ALSO FORMS 


TYLER JUNIOR 
COLLEGE 
FOUNDATION 
FORMED 


CONSTRUCTION BOOM; 
POTTER, GENECOV, VAUGI 
CONSERVATORY, JEAN 
BROWNE AND WHITE AIK 


1947 1965 1973-1993 

1948 1966 1971 


NEW CAMPUS OPENS; MAIN 
BUILDING CONSTRUCTED; 
APACHE GUARD BEGINS DRUM 
BEAT TRADITION 


MAIN HALL NAMED 
AFER FORMER 
PRESIDENT 
JENKINS 


HARMONYAND 

UNDERSTANDING 

FORMS 













































Ighn 

LOPEN 


2007-PRESENT 

DR. L. MICHAEL METRE 
NAMED PRESIDENT; 

ORNELAS AND CROSSROADS 
RESIDENTIAL COMPLEXES 
OPEN; ROBERT M. ROGERS 
NURSING & HEALTH 
SCIENCES CENTER OPENS; 
ENERGY CENTER OPENS ON 
WEST CAMPUS 


We want students to have 
a wonderful experience on 
campus, especially during 
homecoming week because 
the traditions are so rich 
and the memories will last a 


Dr. Metke, president of TJC 
since 2007 


For more on TJC’s traditions, go to page 14 
More historic photos can be found at www.tjc90years.com 
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Sports 


New season, new faces, same team, same motivations 


Lady Apaches are determined to pay 
a visit to the national tournament 


By Benjamin Savallo 

Sports Editor 

After an absence from the national 
tournament last year, sophomore first team all¬ 
region middle blocker, Halee Brewer and the 
volleyball team refuse to miss out this season. 

“We want to work hard and we want to 
finish through regionals and we want to go to 
nationals,” said Brewer. 

Halee is not the only one who hasn’t 
forgotten about last seasons regional 
tournament mishap. 

“To be top ten all season and then fall 
short and not go, it’s to finish that,” said second 
year head coach, Brandi Hood. 

From the outside, last season seemed 
pretty successful for TJC’s volleyball team. The 


team finished with a regular season record of 
24-6 and 8-0 in conference play. This gave the 
team a spot in the regional tournament, where 
TJC struggled and went 2-2 bringing their 
season to a halt. 

“Yes, from the outside it looked successful 
but it was a let down for us. This coming up 
year were not going to let down. Were going 
to start successful and end successful,” said 
Brewer. 

Last season was the first time the Apaches 
missed the national tournament in three years. 
The banner, in the Wagstaff Gymnasium, that 
marks national tournament appearances, is a 
constant reminder, during practices and home 
games, of the year Coach Hood and the team 
will never forget. 

“We have a flag over there that reminds 




Photo by Chesley Flores 


FRESHMEN FOUR Allie Kemp (top), Gysell Zayas (middle), Rachel Reeve (left) 
and Lisa Casimie (right) prepare for the upcoming serve. 


Photo by Chesley Flores 

FRESHMAN, RIGHT SIDE HITTER, KAMRYN PILKINTON waits for the serve 
from Hill College and glares into the eyes of her opponent. 


us how many times we’ve been to the national 
tournament and were missing that year now,” 
said Coach Hood. 

Coach Hood came to TJC last year and 
inherited a power-packed team, most would 
say. Five of the players that were on her team 
last season were signed onto teams at the next 
level. Not only that but TJC was able to land 
numerous players on the first and second all¬ 
region teams. As another addition to the 
accomplishments of last year, Coach Hood 
was named Coach of the Year, and returning 
sophomore, Halee Brewer, was named 
Newcomer of the Year as well. 

It is rare to see a team with this much 
potential and not see them succeed they way 
they planned to do so. Maybe the standards 
and expectations were set too high and they 
couldn’t stand against the pressure. But that 
thought hasn’t seemed to come across the 
minds of this team now. 

Expectations remain high for this nationals 
hopeful volleyball team. Their competition has 
yet to waiver and TJC refuses to show sign of 
let down. TJC plays host to two tournaments 


featuring top 20 teams. 

“We’re playing a tough schedule. Our 
conference is going to be really tough, our 
region remains tough just in the nation,” said 
Hood. 

But Coach Hood doesn’t see fear in her 
team. She believes the four who returned are 
doing a good job of picking up the leadership 
positions that were left by the five who left. 
Leaders are needed on every team to build 
chemistry. Not only on the court but in the 
classroom or at team dinners or during the 
community service these ladies do together. 

“It’s good that we come together outside 
of the court and realize that we’re family,” said 
Brewer. 

Collaborating seems to be no problem for 
the Apaches, even for the newcomers. Even 
the international recruits seem to be coexisting 
quite well with the TJC two year system. 

“We are going to do the stuff we can, 
ourselves to be the best teammate so it 
makes being a team so much easier,” said 
international freshman setter, Rachel Reeve 
from Australia. 





















Sports 



The process and 
reasoning behind 
cancelled football gam 


Column 



TJC’s first home game and first non¬ 
conference football game was held up 
before halftime with TJC trailing Kilgore 


17-14. 

All sports differ in cancellation rules. 
Baseball for instance, can get cancelled just 
by a dense rainfall. The only time IVe ever 
seen basketball get cancelled was by a power 
outage. And soccer, well I’m guessing their 
rules are a bit similar to football. 

For those of you who did not attend 
the game, it was cancelled by a very abrupt 
thunder storm. Football doesn’t ever get 
cancelled by rain alone, but when lightning 
strikes within six miles, the players exit the 
field to the locker rooms and the crowd 
is recommended to leave the stadium. 
Although it is not required to leave the 
stadium, I myself will leave and never come 
back to the aluminum bleachers. 

The game is not necessarily cancelled 
yet, there is still hope. The rules for 
cancellation were put in place so that there 
is every chance to get back on the field 
eventually. 

The first procedure is exiting the field 
like I mentioned earlier. There should 
always be a designated person monitoring 
the weather. When the weather monitor 
shows that the lightning is getting close, it 
is his or her job to let the refs know. When 
the referees receive word of this, they come 
together and discuss whether or not to call 
a delay into action. 


When a delay is called into action, 
that is when the players exit the field and 
the fans are asked to leave. The first delay is 
for 30 minutes. During the delay, if there 
is no more lightning, then only after 30 
minutes can the players return to the field. 
But every time lightning strikes within a 
six mile radius, then the time starts back 
over at 30 minutes. 

If the players are able to return to the 
field then the game would pick back up 
on the very play that the delay was called 
into action. But if the delay is prolonged 
and the weather shows no signs of letting 
up, like the home opener against Kilgore, 
then there are different ways that this 
can be resolved considering different 
circumstances. 

The home opener this season was 
a non-conference game against Kilgore, 
meaning that it will count on the teams 
total season record but not on their 
conference record. Since this was the case, 
the coaches from both teams are given 
three options. The first option is to keep 
waiting, and depending on the importance 
of the game, some coaches will choose this. 

The second option is to reschedule, 
and again depending on the importance 
of the game, this could be useful option 
as well. If this would’ve been a conference 
game, then it would have been rescheduled 
for another day. The coaches would get 
together and determine a date that will 
work for both teams. 

The final option is to just cancel the 
game all together. Non-conference games 
aren’t high in importance. They don’t have 
to be played like conference games do. And 
I’m guessing since Kilgore is a team TJC 
plays two times a year, they both agreed to 
just wait until next go around. 

But until then, keep your feathers up 

TJC. 
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Photo by Chesley Flores 


TACKLE FOR A LOSS TJC football players team up to tackle the Kilgore running 
back behind line for a loss of yards. 


APACHES SCORES AGAIN Sophomore running back, Cobe Carraway weaves 
through traffic for yet another TJC touchdown. 


Photo by Benjamin Savallo 
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Preparation forTJC Homecoming Week begins 


September 9 - September 23, 2016 


College prepares for 
week full of traditions 


Alexis Long 

Student Life Editor 

The week of homecoming 
is rich with activities that are all 
a part of TJCs history, past and 
present. Students are encouraged 
to participate in order to keep these 
traditions alive. TJC President 
Dr. Mike Metke says that student 
involvement is crucial when it comes 
to carrying on TJCs traditions, 
whether the student is a part of a 
major organization or not. 

“We want students to have a 
wonderful experience on campus, 
especially during Homecoming week 
because the traditions are so rich and 
the memories will last a lifetime,” 
said Dr. Metke. 

Apache Chief Anthony Green 
says this years homecoming events 
will be bigger and better since its also 
TJCs 90th anniversary. 

“What I can say about these 
students is that their energy is 
incredible,” said Green. “They want 
to be a part of our traditions and we 
welcome it.” 

Although some students may 
not be involved with one of TJCs 
many organizations, Green says this 
wont be a problem. 

. “One of our jobs as Apache 
Chiefs is that we are able to get 
students out of their comfort zones 
and even if they aren’t members, they 
can still have fun because all of these 
organizations will be there hosting 
events for students to let them know 
you don’t have to be a certain size, 
color, or anything to come out here 
and have a good time,” said Green. 
“At TJC, we are one big family.” 

On Sept. 12, TJC will host the 
Drumbeat Ceremony, a tradition 
that began in 1948 and still plays a 
vital role during TJCs Homecoming 


Week. The beating of the drum is to 
last from noon on Monday, Sept. 12, 
until the kick off at the homecoming 
game on Saturday, Sept. 17 at 7 p.m. 

“Beating the drum is probably 
my favorite part of Homecoming,” 
said Green. “We have a diverse group 
of organizations that sign up to beat 
on the drum throughout the entire 
week and individual students can 
sign up too.” 

Legend has it, if the drum 
stops beating before the kickoff of 
the homecoming game, the Apache 
Football Team will lose the game. 

“There was a year when the beat 
stopped and, even though we didn’t 
lose the game, the weather was awful 
and the game actually ended in a tie,” 
said Apache Chief Jade Marsh. 

The student body will also 
have the opportunity to vote and 
elect homecoming king or queen. 
Nominees, and the organizations 
supporting them, will spend 
time running campaigns in 
hopes of showing the student 
body why they should be elected 
homecoming king or queen. 


“We want students 
to have a wonderful 
experience on campus, 
especially during 
Homecoming week 
because the traditions are 
so rich and memories will 
last a lifetime.” 

-Dr. Mike Metke 

TJC President 


— see TRADITIONS/^ 15 — 



Courtesy Photo 

90 YEARS OF TRADITIONS Students have the opportunity to sign up to be a part of one of TJC's oldest 
traditions, the drumbeat. Students involved are very careful to not stop beating the drum in fear of losing 
the homecoming football game. 


‘Promise’ program makes 
dreams of college a reality 

Third group of scholars attends first meeting 
to understand what to expect for semester 


Alexis Long 

Student Life Editor 

Three years after the first class received their 
scholarships, the Rusk TJC Citizens Promise 
Scholarship continues to help students achieve their 
goals. 

The students attended the first out of many mixers 
with scholarship supervisor, Megan Cumbee, to get 
information on what to expect throughout the year. 
During each mixer, students are given a folder with a 
schedule for mandatory events each semester. 

The Rusk TJC Citizens Promise covers $4,000 
per year (for two years) for each qualifying student 
who graduates in the top half of the class. Aside from 
graduating in the top half of the class, the students must 
reside in the Rusk ISD area. Once they begin at TJC, 


the students must maintain a 2.5 GPA, a minimum 
of 12 credit hours, and have monthly meetings with 
Cumbee to make sure the student is staying on track. 


“The evaluations are mandatory 
because I need to know if they are 
slacking and not meeting the GPA 
requirement and it also lets me 
know who I may need to call in for 
a conference if they aren’t meeting 
other requirements.” 

-Megan Cumbee 
Scholarship Recruitment Coordinator 


— see PROMISE^wg? 15 — 






































Student Life 

TRADITIONS 

- continued from page 14 - 


The elections start at 9 a.m. on Monday, 
Sept. 12 and end at 4 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Sept. 14. 

To vote, go to: www.tjc.edu/homecoming 
On Sept. 15, TJC will host the annual 
homecoming parade at 6 p.m. The parade 
will start at the Rogers Student Center, travel 
down 5th Street to TJC’s second entrance, 
and end in front of Jenkins Hall. Grandstands 
will be available on 5th Street for viewing. The 
homecoming pep rally will start at 6:30 p.m., 
followed by the neighborhood block party at 
7 p.m. 


“What I can say about these 
students is that their energy is 
incredible... They want to be a 
part of our traditions and we 
welcome it.” 

-Anthony Green 
Apache Chief 


PROMISE 


TJC hopes to bring in more student 
participation with live music from Wayland 
Hicks, as well as free food and various 
activities. 

With a big focus on the 90th anniversary, 
the Alumni Association will also host two 
events for TJC’s alumni. The Founders Day 
Ceremony will take place on Sept. 16 at 7:30 
a.m. in Windsor Plaza. The Alumni Awards 
Dinner will start at 6:30 p.m. at Rogers 
Student Center. The cost for this event will 
be free for lifetime alumni members. On Sept. 
17, the Alumni Tailgate will begin at 3 p.m. 
at Trinity Mother Francis Rose Stadium and 
will be free for lifetime alumni members as 
well and $10 for non-paid members. Spring 
Creek BBQ^will cater the party. Traditional 
“Rim Walk” lineup begins at 5:45 p.m. 

“Of course, we would love for alumni 
to hang out with us at other events because 
they are still a part of TJC family,” said Green. 
“Were just the new generation.” 

The football game between TJC and 
Northeastern Oklahoma will wrap up 
Homecoming Week with a firework show. 
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Although there are 23 “Promise” 
programs nationwide, this program is 
the first of its kind in Texas. 

The program is a partnership 
between TJC, Rusk ISD, Citizens 
1st Bank and The Perkins Family 
Foundation. 

“When [the program] was first 
introduced, we really had to look 
at how other “Promise” programs 
were doing things so we knew what 
worked for those schools and what 
didn’t,” said TJC President Dr. Mike 
Metke. 

So far, the Rusk TJC Citizens 
Promise has shown improvement 
with students involved, including 
higher test scores. According to data 
from the TJC scholarship department, 
the 2014-15 Rusk scholars also 
successfully completed about eight 
more credit hours per year than their 
traditional freshman counterparts, 
with overall hours averaging 24 for 
Rusk Promise students and 16 for 


continued from page 14 


Photo by Alexis Long 

TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS Coordinator Megan Cumbee gives 
students an overview of what to expect for 2016-17 school year. 


other TJC freshmen. At the end of 
their first year in spring 2015, the 
median cumulative GPA for Rusk 
Promise Scholars was 3.16, while all 
other traditional TJC freshmen had 
a median of 2.69. Metke said the 
program is excelling even though 
it hasn’t existed as long as the other 
“Promise” programs. 


“The students in this 
program are outperform¬ 
ing their peers... they are 
hard working students 
and they have to keep up 
with their requirements.” 

-Dr. Mike Metke 

Tyler Junior College President 


Although many of the students 
say their first choice was TJC, 
Criminal Justice major, Collette 


Williams admitted her first choice 
wasn’t TJC. 

“I really wanted to go to Sam 
Houston, like... I had my heart set 
on it, but over time I realized, ‘Why 
go to SHSU when I could just get 
my basics out of the way?’ and it was 
basically free,” Williams said. 

Unlike Williams, TJC student 
Kyleigh Christopher said it was easy 
for her to decide where to continue 
her education. 

“I had a relative who worked at 
TJC so I was always here anyway,” 
said Christopher. “It was already 
considered a home to me... so having 
the scholarship was like the cherry 
on top.” 

With the success of the 
program, TJC is launching the TJC 
Promise, an earned scholarship for 
eligible high school graduates within 
the TJC Tax District, including: 
Chapel Hill, Grand Saline, Lindale, 
Tyler, Van, Winona. 


























+ 
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First female ambassador hired atTJC for the Fall semester 


Former student returns to school as 


Barbara Arroio 

Web Editor 

For the first time in its history, TJC hired 
a woman to work as one of the ambassadors 
around campus. 

Billie M. Cooks is a former TJC student 
who recently started working as an ambassador. 
She has a Criminal Justice degree and is also a 
pastor at the Higher Dimensions Church in 
Tyler. 

“I love TJC, I went to school at TJC, got 
my degree from here, and I have a passion for 
working with students.” said Cooks. 

Being the first woman hired as an ambas¬ 
sador, Billie has a lot of thoughts on how her 
job can change the school environment, espe¬ 
cially for the females on campus. Considering 
that the number of female students is 18 per¬ 
cent higher than the one of male students, ac¬ 
cording to collegeboard.com, she believes her 
position will have some impact. 

“I believe being a female ambassador on 


campus gives the students a chance to not just 
see male ambassadors and look at them as fa¬ 
ther figures, since were here for their safety,” 
said Cooks, “But also to see a woman ambassa¬ 
dor, and be able to meet some of the needs they 
may have from a female point of view.” 

The male ambassadors embraced the idea 
of having a lady coworker. The way they see it, 
now the female students atTJC have someone 
they can identify with and understand them 
better, especially when it comes to the dress 
code on campus. 


“I think before then, men did it and 
they didn’t really think a woman was 
as needed, until they realise they 
had no women to properly approach 
women,” 

-Billie M. Cooks 

TJC Ambassador 


— see FEMALE page 17 — 



DAY PASS Abassador Billie 
M. Cooks gives student 
Mohamed Abruyan a day 
pass for not having his 
campus ID. 


Photo py BarbaraArroio 


one of the ambassadors on campus 


I Art club provides many opportunities for student involvement atTJC 


THE SORTING CEREMONY Art 

Department Chair Derrick White 
holds the sorting skull above 
freshman Jeniffer Cordoba. 



Rebecca Najera 

Verve Editor 

While attending college, students may find 
themselves wanting to get involved around campus, but 
may not be sure how. 

While there are many different organizations and 
extracurricular activities available on campus, one unique 
group that may be of interest to students is the TJC Art 
Club. 

From their annual can food drives to having members 
compete in the art department’s annual Thunderdome, 
the TJC Art Club has made their presence known not 
only on campus but in the community as well. The club 
formed in 2003 and is still growing strong. 

“There’s really only one basic rule of Art Club, and 
it is, if you’re in, you’re in for life,” said professor and art 
department chairman, Derrick White, at the club’s first 
meeting of the fall semester. 

New students that attended the meeting participated 
in art trivia and had their membership determined by 
“the sorting skull.” 

White holds the sorting skull above the students’ 
heads for a few seconds and lets it ponder the students’ 
worthiness of being a member of the club. If the skull 
“approves,” the student officially becomes a member. 


While the first meeting may be a nerve-wracking 
experience for newcomers, the club provides an exciting 
and positive environment for everyone. 

“I feel like art club is going to be super fun,” said 
freshman newcomer, Benjiman Scott Moore. “This 
is definitely going to help me make friends. And as 
somebody who has always had a severe interest in art, 
but never had the motivation to pursue it necessarily, this 
is definitely going to develop my art skills a whole lot.” 

Moore, along with several other newcomers, was 
officially declared a member of the art club by the sorting 
skull. 

Returning members are just as excited for this 
semester as the newcomers are. 

“You will always find something here,” said returning 
member Andres Breffitt. “A lot of people draw, a lot of 
people paint, but it’s more than just that. It’s a way of 
living. And if you surround yourself with people like- 
minded, who knows what might happen, you know?” 

Breffitt has been a member of the art club for three 
years. 

“Personally, [art] is the reason my heart pumps. It’s 
the reason why I have blood in my veins,” said Breffitt. 
“It’s pretty interesting whenever you paint something 

— see ART page 17 — 



























New voter ID options 
are allowed at the polls 


Julia Contarelli 

Editor-in-Chief 

Smith County voters who cannot obtain 
one of the seven approved forms of photo 
identification now have additional options 
at the polls, according to a press release from 
Smith County Elections Administrator 
Karen Nelson. 

An original birth certificate and a valid 


voter registration certificate can be used 
as supporting documentation. An copy 
or original of a; current utility bill, bank 
statement, government check, or paycheck, 
or other government document that shows 
the voter’s name and an address. 
Government documents which include a 
photo must be original, the release states. 
The early voting for the Nov. 8 Election 
starts on Oct. 24 and ends Nov. 4,2016. 


7 FORMS OF APPROVED PHOTO ID 


• Texas driver license issued by the Texas Department of Public Safety 
(DPS) 

• Texas Election Identification Certificate issued by DPS 


• Texas personal identification card issued by DPS 

• Texas license to carry a handgun issued by DPS 

• United States military identification card containing the person’s 
photograph 


• United States citizenship certificate containing the person’s photo¬ 
graph 


• United States passport 

Source: Smith County News Release 


WITH A REASONABLE IMPEDIMENT TO OBTAIN AN APPROVED 
ID, THE VOTER MAY VOTE FOLLOWING TWO STEPS 


1- Signing a declaration at the polls explaining why the voter is unable 
to obtain one of the seven forms of approved photo ID 


2- providing one of various forms of supporting documentation. 


Source: Smith County News Release 
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FEMALE 

- continued, from page 16 

In their opinion, whenever a female 
student is dressed inappropriately, it’s more 
comfortable for both parties if a female 
ambassador approaches her. 

“Sometimes there are things that 
happen in dealing with females that put us 
in a precarious position and some things are 
better when said from a female to a female 
than from a male to a female,” said Richard 
Robinson, TJC ambassador. “Because 
depending on the individual, some things can 
be taken off context.” 

Often mistaken for Campus Police, the 
ambassador’s job is to supervise and help the 
students if they need help on campus. They’re 

ART 

- continued from page 16 

and it activates neurons in somebody’s 
brain and they’re like, ‘Oh my god!’ and it’s 
just amazing.” 

Being a member of the club is not only 
a way to get involved on campus is a way to 
explore more opportunities in the field of art. 

“We’re kind of an island of misfit toys, 
to be honest,” said White. “These are the kids 
that haven’t fit in throughout high school, 
maybe. And they use art as that release, that 

SENATE 

- continued from page 6 

“We did obviously take the students 
speak suggestion and postponed elections to 
allow freshmen the proper time to run for 
office,” said Tyler. 

Now freshmen will have time to learn 
more about what the Student Senate is and 
how to get involved with it. 

“We want more students that are 


mosdy retired men, in their 60’s or older, who 
are willing to donate their time to keep an 
extra eye on the students. 

“The main difference between police 
officers and campus police is that the police 
officers are certified, the ambassadors are 
civilian.” said Jimmie Vickers-Dews, Patrol 
Sergeant for TJC Police. 

According to Sergeant Vickers, the 
decision to hire Billie was made focusing 
mainly on the need of some direction for the 
female students on campus. 

“We hoped one day of getting a female 
ambassador,” said Vickers, “And with the 
ambassadors we are fortunate to have Billie.” 


escape; kind of that therapeutic nature of 
finding a commonality. And that’s one of the 
great things about teaching art here, is we get 
so many of those kinds of disinherited or dis¬ 
enfranchised people that get to come togeth¬ 
er. And that’s why I love the energy of the art 
club. It’s just kind of an overall message of 
‘you’re not alone in this.”’ 

The art club meets in the art lobby from 
11:30-12:30 on Wednesdays. 


interested and qualify for the positions,” said 
Tyler. 

To run for a position for the Student 
Senate, access Org Sync through apache 
access, go to “memberships”, then “Student 
Senate.” On this page, click on “forms” and 
then “Senate Election Petitions”. The form 
due date is Sept. 20. 


WELCOME BACK STUDENTS AND FACULTY 
Great selection of TJC sportswear 

COLLEGE BOOKS 

Our friendly, knowledgeable staff will make your 
shopping fast, easy and hassle-free. 

Valu e, Convenience, Selection...We Have It All' 

Your Off - Campus Store 
For Your On - Campus Needs 
1232 E. 5th Street 
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UBER 

- continued from page 3 - 

up a lot of international students whenever I 
was down by UT [Austin]. I’d take them to 
the airport and all kinds of stuff.” 

Burris worked for the company when he 
lived in Austin, and plans to resume driving 
for Uber when it comes to Tyler. 

“Especially because this is my 
hometown, I know it really well. I’d probably 
be picking up a lot of my friends,” said Burris. 
“Its a great way to learn the area, and its a 
great way to meet new people. I actually met 
a lot of cool people that I met up with after 
driving them in my Uber.” 

Not all of Tyler agrees with the 
ordinance, though. Jamal Moharer, the owner 
of Tylers taxicab company, known as NDMJ, 
Ltd Transportation, welcomes open markets 
but not changing laws. 

“To lower our operating standards or 
lower the regulatory standards in order to 
invite another company is inconsistent with 
the concept of free enterprise,” said Moharer. 
“Free enterprise says, here are the rules, 
and everybody can play with those. Last 
Wednesday, we changed the rules in order 
to accommodate the commercial interest of 
another entity. That is not an even playing 
field, that is manipulating the rules.” 

NDMJ has been in Tyler since 1988, 
and at any given time can have up to 30 
vehicles in circulation. Although Uber would 
be NDMJ’s direct competition, Moharer 
is confident that the company will remain 
strong in the community. 

“We don’t see any problem on our end,” 
said Moharer. “We’ve served the community, 
and we like to think that we’ve served them 
well ... But we’re not here to set the rules, 
we’re here to play by the rules. We’ve done 
it for almost 30 years, and we’ll continue to 
do so.” 

Moharer also mentions that NDMJ has 
a smartphone app like Uber, called NexTaxi 
for both iPhone and Android. 

“If it’s an app that most people are 
referring to, we have our own app that is a 
local app. It does everything that Uber’s app 
can do, plus more. With Uber’s app, you can’t 
make a reservation for tomorrow, with us 
you can. With Uber’s app, you can’t request 
a specific type of vehicle, like if you have a 
large group, but with us you can. With Uber’s 
app, you can’t pay cash, but with us you can. 
We also take credit cards,” said Moharer. 


One of the concerns that Uber must 
confront is the safety of their clients. Moharer 
mentioned the lawsuits brought up against 
Uber for violating operating standards and 
public safety, which he stated add up to about 
$200 million. 

' “It has to do with the risk tolerance. If 
they have a high risk tolerance, then I suggest 
them try Uber. You know, it wasn’t too long 
ago that we were telling our children not to 
talk to strangers, and now we’re telling them 
to get in a car with a stranger,” said Moharer. 

Taylor Burris explained how Uber, 
although available for nearly everyone to 
drive, does have means of checking who 
drives for them. 

“Anybody can do it as long as you have a 
car that can seat four people and, you know, 
are sane,” said Burris. “You have somebody 
come out when you get hired, and they take 
your picture, inspect your car, and make sure 
you’re not a serial killer.” 

He also noted how it could not only be a 
danger for the passengers, but for the drivers, 
too. 

“I haven’t had anything super crazy 
happen. I haven’t had anybody try to kill me; 
that was one of my biggest concerns. They’re 
strangers getting in your car, you just pick 
them up on an app and you don’t know where 
you’re going,” said Burris. 

As Tyler officials deliberated the 
ordinance, one of their main concerns was 
safety. 

“The thing we’ll always have to monitor 
is the safety aspect,” said Broussard. “That’s 
been something that’s been concerning in a 
number of different communities as they’ve 
wrestled with what type of regulations to put 
into effect. For us, we went to the very least 
regulations that we could, but still feel like 
the public was safe.” 

Moharer encourages those who keep 
local business and Tyler’s growth in mind to 
continue using NDMJ. 

“20% of their transportation dollars 
will be sent to San Francisco. With us, 
you buy here, you invest here. We’re a local 
community. We’ve been here a long time, and 
we plan to be here a lot longer after Uber’s 
gone.” 

For more information on NDMJ, visit 
www.tylercab.com. For Uber, visit 
www.uber.com. 
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New crosswalk built on campus to improve student’s safety 

Accident during Spring semester brings attention to blind corner 


Austin Hall 

Staff Writer 

TJC takes action for student safety. 

In April of this year, an accident occurred 
that involved two TJC students at the blind 
corner in front of the Pirtle Tech building. A 
student hit another student crossing the street. 

In response to the incident, Assistant Vice 
President of Student Affairs Dr. Tom Johnson, 
in conjunction with Chief Randy Melton, 
Director of Facilities Mark Gartman, and the 
City of Tyler Traffic Department took action to 
add a crosswalk where the accident took place. 

The volume of vehicle and pedestrian 
traffic is higher than any other area on campus, 
and the visibility is limited. Many students 
are saying that the crosswalk will not make 
students safer because students will not use it 
or drivers will not follow the laws. 

Now that the crosswalk has been 


completed, time will tell of its effectiveness. 

“Our goal is to provide the safest 
environment that we possibly can, but it is up 
to others to voluntarily cooperate,” said Dr. 
Johnson. 

The administration has done their part to 
ensure student safety. The responsibility now 
lies with the students. 


“We are doing our due diligence 
to keep students safe. Whether 
they use the crosswalk or not is 
up to them. We prefer our stu¬ 
dents to use the official cross¬ 
walks for their safety,” 


-Chief Randy Melton 
Chief of Campus Police 




Photo by Austin Hall 

CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS BY PIRTLE The construction material used to make the 

new crosswalk exposed by the street in Aug. 24th. 


Career Services 

The Pathway to Your Future 



Career Services offers a wide variety of free 
services to TJC students and alumni, including: 

• Individual career counseling 

• Personality and interest assessments 

• Resume and cover letter assistance 

• Interview preparation 

• Employment listings 

• Dressing for success 

• Social media and networking tips 

• Career development workshops 

• Etiquette dinner 

• And more! 


Career Services is located on the 2nd Floor of Rogers Student Center 
Open Monday - Friday, 8:00am - 5:00pm 
Call 903-510-2334 for an appointment 
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social kitchen 


(903) 202-0295 @roastsocial 
roostsociolkitchen.com 








































